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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 27 objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent 
form for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is 
required to cancel the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper 
dependent form, or rewrite the claim(s) in independent form. Claim 6, from which claim 
27 depends, was amended to include all of the limitations of claim 27. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 26 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which 
was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one 
skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. There is no disclosure in the specification that all 
of the games recited in claim 6 are simultaneously played. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that • 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 8-10, 13, 16, 17, 20, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jarvis. Jarvis discloses in Figures 1 and 2 and in 
column 2, line 24 to column 3, line 18 of the specification a method and device of 
playing a lottery comprising a gaming slip 12 comprising a substrate having gaming 
information printed thereon, including a random request region 26 that enables a 
plurality of computer-generated picks to be requested in conjunction with a lottery. 
Column 3, lines 3-17 in particular discusses the use of a computer to generate picks 
when a random request is received. With respect to claims 3 and 13, column 3, lines 3- 
17 further discusses the selection of six numbers when a random request is received. 
With respect to claims 4 and 8, Jarvis discloses that a manual selection region 14 
including one or more manually selected numbers is provided which enables a manual 
pick to be made. With respect to claim 5, Jarvis discloses that a draw request region 22 
is provided which enables picks to be played for a plurality of drawings. With respect 
to claims 17 and 20, a machine readable medium as claimed is inherent in the 
disclosure of Jarvis, in particular that portion which discusses the use of a computer to 
generate random numbers in response to a random request. It should also be noted 
that claim 1 7 recites a machine readable medium to store a set of instructions. By 
reciting the invention as an intended purpose, rather than a positive limitation, in strict 
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terms any computer readable medium reads on claim 17, and thus claims 18-20, as 
written. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 28 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jarvis. 

Jarvis discloses all of the limitations of the claim with the exception of the gaming slip 

being a piece of paper. Rather, Jarvis is silent as to the material used for the ticket. 

However, Official Notice is taken that paper is an extremely well known type of material 

to use for gaming slips, and would have been an obvious means to allow a user to 

request numbers which can then be fed into and processed by a computer. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 6, 7, 14, 15, 18, 19, 21-23 and 27 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 11 and 12 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Essentially, the arguments presented by applicant with respect to the 
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combination of Jarvis with Mullins are persuasive. Jarvis and Mullins are directed to two 
very different types of gaming devices. There is no suggestion to combine the 
teachings to create the claimed invention, as Mullins does not provide any motivation to 
modify the teachings of Jarvis so as to read on the claims. As a result, the claims 
contain allowable subject matter. With respect to claims 21-23, the newly added 
language overcomes the prior art. Jarvis discloses a device where a player marks a 
plurality of boxes to request that number of computer-generated picks. There is no 
suggestion of a region which allows a player to select a number of picks by marking a 
single box corresponding to that number. This feature allows a user to conveniently 
select a larger number of picks to be generated by the computer. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed on May 31, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The amendment to claim 26 has not overcome the rejection under 35 USC 112. 
A review of paragraph 20 of the specification, as suggested by applicant, does not 
suggest that the subject matter was previously disclosed. It is not clear what language, 
specifically, describes the limitation of a plurality of games which are simultaneously 
played. 

With respect to the rejections under Jarvis, the amendments to the claims do not 
overcome the reference. As noted previously, a "random request region" is a broad 
term, and can read on a plurality of individual boxes. Under this interpretation each 
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region still corresponds to a game, as all of the regions in Jarvis correspond to a game. 
The language pertaining to different types of games does overcome the prior art, as 
discussed above. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kurt Fernstrom whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4422. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jessica Harrison can be reached on (571) 272-4449. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 1/ J/ \ 
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